
For the first time, students from each orchestra and quartet introduced
the pieces they performed, adding a special personal touch to the
concert. The evening was confidently emceed by students Dylan Jeffrey,
Lilah Riker, and Oscar Regan, who guided the audience through the
program with poise and professionalism.

The First Orchestra, directed by Johanna Pino Gonzalez, opened the
program with a delightful selection of music, including Canzona d’Amore
by Merle J. Isaac, Banjo Tunes by Stanley Fletcher, and the ever-festive
Jingle Bells by James Pierpont. Many of these young musicians only
began learning this year, yet they played with wonderful confidence and
enthusiasm. They were beautifully supported on piano by Andrea
Hodson-Patton, making their performance even more special for
everyone in the audience. 

Next, the audience enjoyed a special debut performance by the Grazioso
String Quartet—Juliana Tothong (violin), Dylan Jeffrey (violin), Thomas
Twilley (viola), and Jaime Cedenio (cello)—under the direction of Alison
Johnstone.  The quartet truly impressed everyone with their beautiful
rendition of Divertimento in D Major: First Movement by W.A. Mozart,
featuring Juliana on 1st violin, followed by a festive favorite, It’s
Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas by Meredith Willson, arranged
by Peter Martin, with Dylan stepping into the 1st violin role. 
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT 2025

Term 1 2025-2026

The Menuhin Foundation ushered in the holiday season with a joyful
Christmas Concert on December 6 at the Queen Elizabeth Hall at
Bermuda High School. Guests were greeted on arrival by the uplifting
sounds of the Adult String Ensemble, led by Kerry Haslam, whose
performance of much-loved Christmas carols filled the hall and set a
warm, festive atmosphere for the evening’s celebrations.
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Their poised and polished playing made this
first performance a memorable moment for all.
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT 2025 cont’d
The final ensemble to take the stage was the
Youth Orchestra, led by our new teacher,
Benjamin Wu. This group included several new
musicians, both students who recently joined
the program and those who advanced from the
Intermediate Orchestra. As our most advanced
ensemble, the Youth Orchestra performs more
challenging repertoire that highlights the
students’ musical growth and developing
maturity. Their performance opened with the
well-known William Tell Overture by Gioachino
Rossini, followed by Leroy Anderson’s festive
favorite, Sleigh Ride, which delighted the
audience. The concert concluded with a
traditional Chinese piece, Horse Racing by
Huang Haihuai, bringing the evening to an
exciting close.

Congratulations to all our students who
participated in the 2025 Christmas Concert. We
are incredibly proud of their hard work and
wonderful performances. Our sincere thanks go
to our dedicated Menuhin teachers for their
ongoing commitment and support, as well as to
the parents and volunteers who helped make
the evening such a success. A special thank you
to Andrea Hodson-Patton for her invaluable
assistance with piano accompaniment. We are
grateful to everyone who contributed to making
this concert a memorable celebration of music.

The Intermediate Orchestra, led by Alison
Johnstone, has shown wonderful growth this
year—not only in size but also in the confidence
and skill of each young musician. The group
welcomed several new players who recently
joined the programme, along with students who
proudly moved up from the First Orchestra last
year. With Andrea accompanying on piano, the
ensemble delivered impressive performances of
Night at the Drive-In: Love Song and Lights,
Camera, Action by Peter Martin, as well as a
spirited rendition of Carol of the Bells by
Leontovych, arranged by Peter Martin. Their
enthusiasm and teamwork shone through,
making their set a highlight of the evening. 

This is the third year that the Vivace Quartet
has been playing together as a group. The
Vivace Quartet, directed by Alison Johnstone
and comprising Bella Correia (violin), Euan
Forster (violin), Prince Domingo (viola) and
Oliver Leverock (cello), treated the audience to
two popular pieces: Tango: Por Una Cabeza by
Carols Gardel, and Up On The Housetop by
Benjamin R. Hanby. 
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PRIMARY SCHOOL PROGRAMME
Inspiring a Lifelong Love of Music
The Menuhin Foundation is dedicated to giving
Bermuda’s children the opportunity to learn a
string instrument while nurturing a lifelong love
and appreciation for music within our
community. At the heart of our work is a free,
introductory programme offered to primary
school students, typically in Primary 4. This
complimentary programme is made possible
through the generous support of our corporate
partners and individual donors.

Research consistently shows that learning music
supports creativity, strengthens cognitive
development, and builds confidence—skills that
help children succeed both academically and
personally. With continued support from our
community, we can ensure that the
transformative power of music remains
accessible to every child who can benefit from
it. We are pleased to share that the Menuhin

Foundation has expanded its programme to
include an extension programme at West
End Primary and Dalton E. Tucker, now
welcoming Primary 5 students, as well as
Primary 6 students at West End Primary.
For the 2025–2026 academic year,
approximately 133 students from 19 public
and private schools, along with Bermuda
homeschoolers, are participating in the
programme. Students in our String
Programme will have the exciting
opportunity to showcase their musical
progress at the Menuhin Foundation Annual
Concert, taking place in June 2026 at the
Ruth Seaton James Auditorium at
CedarBridge Academy.
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THE MENUHIN FOUNDATION IN THE COMMUNITY
Bermuda Philharmonic Fall Concert
 Northern Lights

The Bermuda Philharmonic Society kicked off
its 2025-26 concert season with Northern Lights
Fall Concert on November 22nd and 23rd at St.
John's Church. It was an unforgettable weekend
celebrating the beautiful musical traditions of
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Northern Germany,
and Finland.

The audience enjoyed a journey through several
breathtaking masterpieces, including Grieg’s Peer
Gynt Suite and Sibelius’s stirring Finlandia, and
Bach’s radiant Keyboard Concerto in A Major,
featuring a guest performance by visiting pianist,
Anne Marshall.

The concert included our own Menuhin teachers,
Alison Johnstone (Cello), Johanna Pino
Gonzalez (Viola), and Benjamin Wu (Viola),
along with students, Bella Correia (Violin), Dylan
Jeffrey (Violin), Edward Wyer (Violin), Prince
Domingo (Viola), Julianna Tothong (Violin),
Joyce Yeung (Cello), and Oliver Leverock
(Cello). We are incredibly proud of our Menuhin
students who performed alongside their
teachers. It was also a delight to welcome back a
familiar face for a surprise appearance - Alison
Black (violin)!

Events like these are more than just
performances; they are milestones in our
students' musical journeys. Seeing our young
musicians share the stage with seasoned
professionals at St. John's Church reminds us
of the strength and talent within our
community. Thank you to all the parents,
families, and supporters who joined us to
cheer them on—your presence makes these
moments truly special. We look forward to
seeing you at their next performance!

Joy To The World Concert

The Bermuda School of Music presented its
annual Joy to the World concert on
December 12th and 13th at St. John’s
Church. Under the direction of Marjorie
Pettit, the Bermuda Chamber Choir and
Orchestra delighted audiences with a
beautiful programme of Christmas classics
and contemporary favourites, featuring
works by Handel, Bach, and other celebrated
composers.

We were especially proud of our Menuhin
student performers. 

cont’d on next page
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THE MENUHIN FOUNDATION IN THE COMMUNITY
Joy To The World Concert cont’d

Casper Penz (treble) gave a lovely performance
of Once in Royal David’s City by H.J. Gauntlett,
and Edward Wyer (violin) impressed the
audience with Allegro from Bach’s Concerto in A
Minor. Our talented faculty were also well
represented, with teachers Benjamin Wu and
Alison Johnstone performing, and Kerry Haslam
serving as Concertmaster.

It was a wonderful celebration of music and
community to begin the holiday season.

Christmas Walkabout

The Cello Ensemble, led by Alison
Johnstone, brought festive cheer to the St
George’s Annual Christmas Walkabout on
December 5, delighting the crowds with a
programme of well-loved Christmas carols
and songs. The celebration continued with a
performance by The Menuhin Adult String
Ensemble, directed by Kerry Haslam, who
shared a selection of favourite seasonal
carols. Friends, family, and members of the
public were warmly invited to join in the
singing, creating a joyful and community-
spirited finale.
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FACTS ABOUT CLASSICAL
COMPOSERS YOU DIDN’T KNOW

Beethoven’s Weird Coffee Ritual: He
would count exactly 60 beans per
cup.
Erik Satie’s Wardrobe: French
composer Erik Satie was known for his
unique sense of style — he famously
owned seven identical grey velvet
suits, earning him the nickname “The
Velvet Gentleman.” After his death,
more than 100 unused umbrellas were
discovered in his apartment, offering
another glimpse into his eccentric
character. 
Rossini Became A celebrity Chef after
Retirement: After retiring from
composing opera at age 37, Gioachino
Rossini became famous for his
culinary skills and hosted legendary
dinner parties in Paris. Several dishes
were named after him, including
Tournedos Rossini, a steak
preparation that remains popular
today. 
Paganini’s Flexibility: Niccolò
Paganini’s seemingly impossible violin
techniques may have been facilitated
by a connective tissue disorder,
possibly Ehlers-Danlos syndrome or
Marfan syndrome. These conditions
would have given him extraordinary
finger flexibility and extension,
allowing him to perform feats other
violinists couldn’t replicate...other’s
thought he made a pact with the devil!

click here for more information.

https://trivava.com/18-facts-about-classical-composers-you-didnt-know/
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SUMMER CAMP EXPERIENCES
Several of our students took part in Music
Summer Camps to further develop their skills.
Below, they share highlights from their
experiences in their own words.

Julianna Tothong

Over the summer, I attended the
PointCounterpoint chamber music camp in
Leicester, Vermont. PCP offers a two-week
sleepaway chamber music camp that
accommodates students as young as 11 years
old to 19 years old. My experience at this camp
in Vermont was amazing! It was truly an
astonishing two weeks filled with music, games,
and unforgettable nights out. I am really glad I
attended this camp, as it gave me the chance to
grow both as a musician and as a person. Each
day was structured around rehearsals, activities,
or fun nights out in downtown Vermont. The
environment was the perfect blend of hard work
and fun, allowing new friendships to be formed
between people who shared the same passion
for music.
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Every summer, there is a Junior Week (for
campers aged 9 – 13 years) and a Senior
Week (for campers aged 14 – 17 years). The
camp schedule includes recreation activities
and electives in addition to music
instruction. There are multiple recreation
activities to choose from, including water
sports, ropes course, climbing wall, trapeze,
basketball, volleyball, archery, and arts &
crafts.  In the evenings, there are concerts
put on by the Music Faculty, which are
always impressive. On the last day of camp,
parents are invited to the final concert to
hear their children perform in their
respective orchestra, band, or theatre
production. Attending NMC has not only
improved my musicianship but has also
allowed me to meet many wonderful people
and make lasting friendships. Although I
cannot be a camper this coming summer
(2026), I intend to apply for a position as
Music staff for the Junior Week of camp and
hope to help inspire younger students in
their musical journey. 

Dylan Jeffrey
For the past five consecutive summers, I have
attended the National Music Camp of Canada
(NMC), located on the shores of Lake
Couchiching in Orillia – just North of Toronto.
NMC offers programs in Band, Strings, Guitar,

Musical Theatre, Jazz, Drumline and Steelpan
drums. Typically, 8 to 10 campers share a
cabin. Cabin-mates are often enrolled in
different programs and play different
instruments, which allows campers to meet a
wide cross-section of the camp community. 
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SUMMER CAMP EXPERIENCES
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Edward Wyer

In July 2025, I travelled to Interlochen, Michigan, to participate in the
Intermediate Division Orchestral Programme of their Summer Arts
Camp. This was my fourth time attending and I spent three weeks
living in a log cabin in rural Michigan, playing my violin up to 6
hours a day. We put on two concerts in 3 weeks and once again I
met and made friends from all over the world. I was honoured and
grateful to receive the Bermuda Philharmonic Scholarship in 2024
which contributed towards my camp fees.

2025 Bermuda Philharmonic Scholarship Winners

We are proud to share that several Menuhin students shone at the Bermuda Philharmonic
Society’s annual scholarship and bursary auditions, held on October 5.

Congratulations to our 2025 Bermuda Philharmonic Scholarship recipients: Bella Correia
(Violin), Prince Domingo (Viola), Neal Guo (Violin), Dylan Jeffrey (Violin), and Edward Wyer
(Violin). Their commitment, perseverance, and exceptional musicianship have truly paid off.

In addition, five Menuhin students were awarded bursaries in recognition of their strong
performances and commitment to their musical studies. We are incredibly proud of all our
students who took part and represented our school so beautifully.

Bella Correia Prince Domingo

CONGRATULATIONS!

Neal Guo Dylan Jeffrey Edward Wyer



Grumpy Composer
Quotes
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MEET OUR NEW TEACHER!

You can’t have Christmas
without the Grinch! Many
composers had “Bah!
Humbug!” moments as well.
Check out these amazing,
whiny, complaining quotes: 

Benjamin Wu
We are pleased to share that Dr. Benjamin Wu has been a
valued member of The Menuhin Foundation teaching faculty
since September 2025, serving as our violin and viola instructor.
A distinguished violist, educator, and versatile performer, Dr. Wu
brings extensive experience teaching both instruments and has
appeared on stages around the world — including the Sydney
Opera House, where he conducted Afghanistan’s Zohra
Orchestra."If I decide to be an idiot, then

I'll be an idiot on my own
accord." - J.S. Bach

Dr. Wu previously served as
Strings Director at Homer
Opus in Alaska and as
Artistic Director of the
Afghanistan National Institute
of Music. He has also held
the role of Assistant Director
of the Dorothy Gerber
Strings Program in Petoskey,
Michigan. He earned his
doctorate from Stony Brook
University in 2017 and also
holds degrees from the New
England Conservatory and
the Peabody Institute of
Music.
In addition to his work as an educator and performer, Dr. Wu is
the founder of Melodies of Liberation, a creative initiative that
sets poetry written by Afghan women to music. We are grateful
for the expertise, artistry, and inspiration he continues to share
with our students and community.
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"People don't very much like
things that are beautiful —
they are so far from their
nasty little minds." - Claude
Debussy

"If there is anyone present
whom I have not insulted, I
beg his pardon." - Johannes
Brahms

"When I was young I was told,
'you'll see when you're fifty.' I
am fifty and I haven't seen a
thing." - Erik Satie

"Music has taken a bad turn;
these young people have no
idea how to write a melody,
they just give us shavings." -
Richard Wagner

From https://www.classicfm.com

Did You Know...

The viola is probably the oldest of today's main stringed
orchestral instruments, predating the cello, violin and string bass.
However, it is easily the least familiar of the group.

Find out more from: www.theinstrumentplace.com
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https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/latest/grumpy-composer-quotes/stravinsky/
https://www.theinstrumentplace.com/history-of-the-viola


The Menuhin Foundation has several ways for you to communicate with us. 
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CONNECT WITH US!

PHONE
Call us at 295 4093

EMAIL
Email us at 

trustees@menuhin.bm

WHATSAPP
Join our WhatsApp

Channel 
or message/call us at

777 4093

INSTAGRAM
Join our Instagram page.

FACEBOOK
Join our Facebook page.

WEBPAGE
Use our Contact page to

send a message.
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mailto:trustees@menuhin.bm
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaoamLL8KMqqgeYis61u
https://www.instagram.com/themenuhinfoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/TheMenuhinFoundation
https://menuhin.bm/contact/


Tuesday, January 6
Beginning of Term 2

Saturday, January 10
Orchestra resumes

Tuesday, February 10 - Saturday, February 14
Half Term Break (no classes)

Saturday, February 21
Wine Tasting Fundraiser

Saturday, March 14
Spring Concert

Saturday, March 21
End of Term 2 (no orchestra)
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DATES FOR THE DIARY
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